1973 240Z RB26 Conversion

Part 25 Catching Zedsin NZ (New Zealand)

Whilst taking a holiday break in New Zealand, | thought | would look up
any Zeders who might be lurking in the towns | visited.

Thethird day | wasin Auckland | put a message on Hybrid Z calling for
any members to contact me. That very day | had an email from Mike
Lucas from the Z Club advising me of the Car Club meetings and his
contact details.

A phone conversation with Mike identified a Z Spares company in
Auckland (Dave Turner), and another Hybrid member Clint Taylor in
Wellington.

After visiting my in laws in Auckland and Whangarei, we set off down
south to Taupo, then Napier, Wellington, and finally ChristChurch.

On our return to Auckland we then travelled up north for my mother in
law’ s 80" birthday, and to the Bay of Islands.

Finally back to Auckland and home to Perth for aweek before setting off
to South Africaand Mauritius. Question iswill there be any Z’s over
there?



AUCKLAND

Beautiful
Auckland even
in winter

Thefirst
horsepower | came
acrossin
Devonport during
my search for Z’s.
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Whilein Napier (the Art Deco
capital of NZ) Vaerieand |
went on atour of the town in
a1934 Buick Straight 8.
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Nice place certainly worth
spending afew days at.




WELLINGTON

Wellington the capital of NZ.

We had some nice weather
here, and enjoyed the
museums and scenery in this
lovely city.

The second day here | rang
Clint Taylor amember of the
Hybrid Z site.




Clint kindly came and picked
me up in his magnificent 911
Turbo 3.6] —what a beast!
Gave uslotsto discussin
terms of what the turbo Z’s
would go like in comparison.




Clint has stalled on his 1971
2407 since getting his turbo
Porsche, which is afamiliar
story with al of usfrom time
totime. Hehasall the bits
ready though — new chassis
rails, fenders etc, also al the
right performance bits —
monster turbo, RB25 head,
Tial BOV & wastegate,
hybrid intake etc.

Following much salivating
over new performance parts,
Clint promised me that he
would get onto his 240Z,
otherwise | havetold him |
will humiliate him
internationally on this
website!!

The RB30 block wistfully
awaiting rebuild.

Before | had left NZ, Clint
true to hisword, had sent
the body off for fitting of
the chassisrails etc and an
upgrade of the current
rollcage to chrome moly




WELLINGTON TO CHRISTCHURCH

Moving on from Wellington, we travelled by ferry to Picton, then train to
Christchurch, where we sat opposite an interesting fellow, who shared a
bottle of Australian red (Wolf Blass) with us he had just received for his
birthday.

After first introducing himself as Michael, he later told us his surname
was Rowel

Michael Rowe my
namesake, sitting
right opposite me
on thetrainto
Christchurch!

Therea Michael Rowel




CHRISTCHURCH

Christchurch what a beautiful
place. Down hereto catch up
with our niece Kate.

First up went for a coffee,
what strange coffee shops
they have here!




Y esthey are toilet
seats we are sitting
on!.

A lovely urinal pot
plant on the café
wall.

Our nieces cat Beatrice was
not amused.




BAY OF ISLANDS & KAEO

While staying in Paihia (Bay of 1slands), we took a day trip over to my wifes brother
Davids property in Kaeo. This area had been heavily flooded over the last week,
however their house is built up high and therefore they suffered no flooding in their
house but were confined to their property for aday or two. While walking the flats
with him | happened upon 5 Nissan Laurels which have the LD28 (2.8 litre diesdl).
The crank out of thisis afavourite for use in stroking up the L28 to bigger capacity. |
also found an L28 petrol turbo motor and an L28 fuel injected motor. Now if | could
only get them all home to Perth!

A turbo L28




KERI KERI

On the way back from my
brother in laws we happened
upon a shed full of classic
cars just outside one of the
towns




A Morris 8 (hp that is!) which
| think my father had at one
timein Kagoorlie.

Therewasn't alot of sun
while we were there, except
for this Sun motorcycle.




An Auckland delivered
Customline single spinner

Is this a camper van or what?

A mint Cooper Sfor sale for
$18000.




| had to take a photo of
this classic couch

Thiswas the main
reason for the whole NZ
trip — my mother-in-law
Bernice's 80" birthday




LAST DAYSIN AUCKLAND

Back in Auckland, Mike
Lucas and his newly
purchased 240Z. Thishas
been stroked to 3.2




Mike' s 260Z under
construction, and his 280ZX
Targa 2 seater.

Below is part of hisG Nose
they are fabricating in metal
for the 2602




